Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
Literal English Translation
Trilinear Text

Ecclesiastes 9:1-18
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 9:1-6
The Application of Wisdom to Injustice

Ecclesiastes 9:1
The Conclusion of Life
(1) Because all of this
I have given to my heart,
even to explain all of this,
that the righteous,
and the wise,
and their works,
are in the hand of God.
Also love, also hate, mankind is not knowing;
everything is before them.

Ecclesiastes 9:2-3
The Consensus of Life
(2) Everything is alike to everyone;
one event happens to the righteous,
and to the wicked;
to the good, and to the clean,
and to the unclean;
and to the one sacrificing,
and to him not sacrificing.
Alike to the good,
so as the sinner;
the one swearing an oath
as who is fearing an oath.
(3) This is an evil in everything
which has been done under the sun,
that one event happens to everyone.
and also the heart of the sons of mankind
has been full of evil,
and madness is in their heart
in their lifetime,
and after it they go to the dead.
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Ecclesiastes 9:1-18
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 9:4
The Creed of Life
(4) Because whoever is joined
to all of the living ones,
there is hope.
Because a living dog is better
than the dead lion.

Ecclesiastes 9:5-6
The Course of Life
(5) Because the living are knowing
that they will die;
but the dead are not knowing anything,
and there is not to them any longer a reward,
Because the memory of them has been forgotten.
(6) Also their love,
also their hatred,
also their envy
already has perished;
and a portion is not for them
any longer forever
in everything which has been done
under the sun.
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Ecclesiastes 9:1-18
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 9:7-12
The Application of Wisdom to Justice
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
The Celebration of Life
(7) Go; eat your bread in joy,
and drink your wine in a good heart,
because God already has accepted your works.
(8) Let your garments be white in all of the time;
and let upon your head not be lacking oil.
(9) See life with the wife whom you have loved
all of the days of the life of your vanity,
which He has gave to you under the sun,
all of the days of your vanity.
Because it is your portion among the living,
and in your labor which you labor under the sun.
(10) Everything which your hand will find to do,
in your strength do it.
Because there is no work, nor planning,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol,
which you are going there.
Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
The Control of Life
(11) I had returned and saw under the sun
that the race is not for the swift,
and the war is not for the mighty soldier,
and also is not bread for the wise,
and also is not wealth to ones discerning;
and also grace is not for the ones knowing.
Because time and chance will happen to all of them.
(12) Because also mankind does not know his time.
Like the fish being caught in an evil net,
and like the birds being caught in the trap,
- like them, the sons of man are being ensnared
in an evil time, when it will fall upon them suddenly.
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Ecclesiastes 9:1-18
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
The Application of Wisdom to History
Ecclesiastes 9:13-15
The Conquering of a City
(13) Also this I have seen
as wisdom under the sun,
and great it was to me:
(14) there was a small city,
and few men in it.
And there had come
against it a great king,
and he had surrounded it,
and had built against it
great ramparts.
(15) And there had been found in it
a poor, wise man and he himself had saved
the city in his wisdom. And no man
had remembered that poor man!
Ecclesiastes 9:16-18
The Conclusion in Three Proverbs
(16) And I myself had said,
Better is Wisdom than strength;
and the wisdom of the poor man is being despised,
and his words are not being heard.
(17) The words of wise people
spoken in quiet are being heard,
more than the outcry of the ruler
among the fools.
(18) Better is wisdom than weapons of war;
and one sinner will destroy much good.
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Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
Tri-Linear Text
(13) Also this I have seen as wisdom under the sun,
יג.
גַם-זֹ ה
יתי
ִ ָר ִא
חָ כְ מָ ה
הַ שָׁ מֶ שׁ תַ חַ ת
Kaiv ge tou'to ei\don

sofivan

uJpo; to;n h{lion,

and great it was to me:
ִהיא וּגְ דוֹלָה
אֵ לָי:

kai; megavlh ejsti;n prov" me:

(14) there was a small city, and few men in it.
יד.
ַו ֲאנ ִָשׁים קְ טַ נָה ﬠִ יר
ְמﬠָט בָּ ה

povli" mikra; kai; a[ndre" ejn aujth'/ ojlivgoi,

And there had come against it a great king,
וּבָ א- ָאֵ לֶיה
�ֶגָדוֹל מֶ ל
kai; e[lqh/ ejpÆ aujth;n

basileu;" mevga"

and he had surrounded it, and had built against it
אֹ תָ ה וְ סָ בַ ב
וּבָ נָה
ָָﬠלֶיה
kai; kuklwvsh/ aujth;n

kai; oijkodomhvsh/ ejpÆ aujth;n

great ramparts.
צוֹדים
ִ גְ דוֹלִ ים ְמ:

cavraka" megavlou":

(15) And there had been found in it
טו.
וּמָ צָ א
בָ ה
kai; eu{rh/

ejn aujth'/

a poor, wise man
חָ כָם ִמ ְסכֵּן ִאישׁ

a[ndra pevnhta sofovn,

and he himself had saved the city in his wisdom.
וּמלַט-הוּא
ִ
אֶ ת-הָ ﬠִ יר
ְבּחָ כְ מָ תוֹ
kai; diaswvsei aujto;"

th;n povlin ejn th'/ sofiva/ aujtou':

And no man had remembered that poor man!
ל ֹא וְ אָ דָ ם
ָז ַכר
אֶ ת-הַ הוּא הַ ִמ ְסכֵּן הָ ִאישׁ:
kai; a[nqrwpo" oujk

ejmnhvsqh

su;n tou' ajndro;" tou' pevnhto" ejkeivnou.
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Ecclesiastes 9:13-18
Tri-Linear Text
(16) And I myself had said, Better is Wisdom than strength;
טז.
אָ נִ י וְ אָ מַ ְר ִתי
טוֹבָ ה
חָ כְ מָ ה
בוּרה
ָ ְִמג
kai; ei\pa ejgwv

ÆAgaqh;

sofiva uJpe;r duvnamin:

and the wisdom of the poor man is being despised,
וְ חָ כְ מַ ת
הַ ִמ ְסכֵּן
ְבּזוּיָה
kai; sofiva

tou' pevnhto"

ejxoudenwmevnh,

and his words are not being heard.
ְוּדבָ ָריו
אֵ ינָם
נִ ְשׁמָ ﬠִ ים:

kai; lovgoi aujtou' ou[k eijsin ajkouovmenoi.

(17) The words of wise people spoken in quiet are being heard,
יז.
ֲחכ ִָמים ִד ְב ֵרי
ְבּנַחַ ת
נִ ְשׁמָ ﬠִ ים
lovgoi sofw'n

ejn ajnapauvsei

ajkouvontai

more than the outcry of the ruler among the fools.
ִמ ַזﬠֲקַ ת
מוֹשֵׁ ל
בַּ כְּ ִסילִ ים:
uJpe;r kraugh;n

ejxousiazovntwn

ejn ajfrosuvnai".

(18) Better is wisdom than weapons of war;
יח.
טוֹבָ ה
חָ כְ מָ ה
ִמכְּ לֵי
קְ ָרב
ajgaqh;

sofiva

uJpe;r skeuvh

polevmou,

and one sinner will destroy much good.
אֶ חָ ד וְ חוֹטֶ א
יְ אַ בֵּ ד
הַ ְרבֵּ ה טוֹבָ ה:

kai; aJmartavnwn ei|" ajpolevsei ajgaqwsuvnhn pollhvn.
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