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Ecclesiastes 9:1-6
The Application of Wisdom to Injustice

Ecclesiastes 9:1
The Conclusion of Life
(1) Because all of this
I have given to my heart,
even to explain all of this,
that the righteous,
and the wise,
and their works,
are in the hand of God.
Also love, also hate, mankind is not knowing;
everything is before them.

Ecclesiastes 9:2-3
The Consensus of Life
(2) Everything is alike to everyone;
one event happens to the righteous,
and to the wicked;
to the good, and to the clean,
and to the unclean;
and to the one sacrificing,
and to him not sacrificing.
Alike to the good,
so as the sinner;
the one swearing an oath
as who is fearing an oath.
(3) This is an evil in everything
which has been done under the sun,
that one event happens to everyone.
and also the heart of the sons of mankind
has been full of evil,
and madness is in their heart
in their lifetime,
and after it they go to the dead.
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Ecclesiastes 9:1-6
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 9:4
The Creed of Life
(4) Because whoever is joined
to all of the living ones,
there is hope.
Because a living dog is better
than the dead lion.

Ecclesiastes 9:5-6
The Course of Life
(5) Because the living are knowing
that they will die;
but the dead are not knowing anything,
and there is not to them any longer a reward,
Because the memory of them has been forgotten.
(6) Also their love,
also their hatred,
also their envy
already has perished;
and a portion is not for them
any longer forever
in everything which has been done
under the sun.
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(1) Because all of this I have given to my heart,
א. אֶ ת כִּ י-כָּל-נָתַ ִתי זֶה
אֶ ל-לִ ִבּי
ÓOti su;n pa'n tou'to e[dwka eij" kardivan mou,

even to explain all of this,
וְ לָבוּר
אֶ ת-כָּל-זֶה

kai; kardiva mou su;n pa'n ei\den tou'to,

that the righteous, and the wise,
אֲ שֶׁ ר
הַ צַ ִדיקִ ים
וְ הַ ֲחכ ִָמים
wJ"

oiJ divkaioi

kai; oiJ sofoi;

and their works, are in the hand of God.
ַוﬠֲבָ דֵ יהֶ ם
ְבּיַד
אֱ�הים
ִ ָה
kai; ejrgasivai aujtw'n

ejn ceiri;

tou' qeou',

Also love, also hate, mankind is not knowing
גַם-אַ הֲבָ ה
גַם-ִשׂנְ אָ ה
הָ אָ דָ ם יוֹדֵ ַﬠ אֵ ין

kaiv ge ajgavphn kaiv ge mi'so" oujk e[stin eijdw;" oJ a[nqrwpo":

everything is before them.
הַ כֹּ ל
לִ פְ נֵיהֶ ם:

ta; pavnta pro; proswvpou aujtw'n,
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(2) Everything is alike to everyone;
ב. ִמקְ ֶרה לַכֹּ ל כַּאֲ שֶׁ ר הַ כֹּ ל
mataiovth" ejn toi'" pa'sin.

one event happens to the righteous,
אֶ חָ ד
לַצַ ִדיק
sunavnthma e}n tw'/ dikaivw/

and to the wicked;
וְ ל ָָרשָׁ ע
kai; tw'/ ajsebei',

to the good, and to the clean,
לַטוֹב
וְ לַטָ הוֹר

tw'/ ajgaqw'/ kai; tw'/ kakw'/ kai; tw'/ kaqarw'/

and to the unclean; and to the one sacrificing,
וְ לַטָ מֵ א
ַוְ לַזֹ בֵ ח
kai; tw'/ ajkaqavrtw/

kai; tw'/ qusiavzonti

and to him not sacrificing.
זֹ בֵ חַ אֵ ינֶנוּ וְ לַאֲ שֶׁ ר
kai; tw'/ mh; qusiavzonti:

Alike to the good, so as the sinner;
כַּטוֹב
כַּחֹ טֵ א
wJ" oJ ajgaqov",

w|" oJ aJmartavnwn:

the one swearing an oath as who is fearing an oath.
הַ נִ ְשׁבָּ ע
כַּאֲ שֶׁ ר
ְשׁבוּﬠָה
י ֵָרא:
w|" oJ ojmnuvwn, kaqw;" oJ to;n o{rkon fobouvmeno".
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(3) This is an evil in everything
ג. זֶה
ָרע
ְבּכֹ ל
tou'to

ponhro;n

ejn panti;

which has been done under the sun,
אֲ שֶׁ ר-ַנﬠֲשָׂ ה
הַ שֶׁ מֶ שׁ תַ חַ ת
pepoihmevnw/

uJpo; to;n h{lion,

that one event happens to everyone.
כִּ י-ִמקְ ֶרה
אֶ חָ ד
לַכֹּ ל
o{ti sunavnthma e}n toi'" pa'sin:

and also the heart of the sons of mankind
וְ גַם
לֵב
בּנֵי-ם
ְ ָהָ אָ ד
kaiv ge

kardiva

uiJw'n tou' ajnqrwvpou

has been full of evil,
מָ לֵא-ָרע
ejplhrwvqh ponhrou',

and madness is in their heart
וְ הוֹלֵלוֹת
ִבּלְ בָ בָ ם
kai; perifevreia

ejn kardiva/ aujtw'n

in their lifetime,
ְבּחַ יֵיהֶ ם
ejn zwh'/ aujtw'n,

and after it they go toward death.
וְ אַ ח ֲָריו
אֶ ל-הַ מֵ ִתים:
kai; ojpivsw aujtw'n

pro;" tou;" nekrouv".
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(4) Because whoever is joined
ד.
כִּ י-]יְ חֻבַּ ר[ )יְ בֻחַ ר( אֲ שֶׁ ר ִמי
o{ti tiv"

o}"

koinwnei'

to all of the living ones,
אֶ ל
כָּל-הַ חַ יִ ים

pro;" pavnta" tou;" zw'nta"É

there is hope.
ִבּטָ חוֹן יֵשׁ
e[stin ejlpiv",

Because a living dog is better
כִּ י-טוֹב הוּא חַ י לְ ֶכלֶב
o{ti oJ kuvwn oJ zw'n, aujto;" ajgaqo;"

than the dead lion.
מןִ הָ אַ ְריֵה
הַ מֵ ת:

uJpe;r to;n levonta to;n nekrovn.

(5) Because the living are knowing that they will die;
ה. כִּ י
הַ חַ יִ ים
יוֹדﬠִ ים
ְ
שֶׁ ָימֻתוּ
o{ti

oiJ zw'nte"

gnwvsontai o{ti ajpoqanou'ntai,

but the dead are not knowing anything,
וְ הַ מֵ ִתים
יוֹדﬠִ ים אֵ ינָם
ְ
ְמאוּמָ ה
kai;

oiJ nekroi;

ou[k eijsin ginwvskonte" oujdevn:

and there is not to them any longer a reward,
וְ אֵ ין-עוֹד
לָהֶ ם
שָׂ כָר
kai; oujk e[stin aujtoi'"

e[ti

misqov",

Because the memory of them has been forgotten.
כִּ י
נִ ְשׁכַּח
זִכְ ָרם:
o{ti

ejpelhvsqh

hJ mnhvmh aujtw'n:
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(6) Also their love, also their hatred,
ו. גַם
אַ הֲבָ תָ ם
גַם-ִשׂנְ אָ תָ ם
kaiv ge ajgavph aujtw'n kaiv ge mi'so" aujtw'n

also their envy already has perished;
גַם-קִ נְ אָ תָ ם
כְּ בָ ר
אָ בָ דָ ה
kaiv ge zh'lo" aujtw'n h[dh ajpwvleto,

and a portion is not for them any longer
וְ חֵ לֶק
אֵ ין-לָהֶ ם
kai; meri;" oujk e[stin aujtoi'"

forever in everything which has been done
עוֹד
אֲ שֶׁ ר ְבּכֹ ל לְ עוֹלָם-ַנﬠֲשָׂ ה
e[ti eij" aijw'na ejn panti; tw'/ pepoihmevnw/

under the sun.
הַ שָׁ מֶ שׁ תַ חַ ת:

uJpo; to;n h{lion.
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