Ecclesiastes 7:23-29
Literal English Translation
Trilinear Text

Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 7:1-12:8
The Proverbs of Solomon

Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
The Application of Wisdom

Ecclesiastes 7:1-10
The Contrasts between the Wise and the Fool

Ecclesiastes 7:1
Concerning Reputation
(1) A good name is better
than olive oil;
and the day of death is better
than the day of his birth.

Ecclesiastes 7:2-4
Concerning Rejoicing
(2) It is better to go
into the house of mourning
than to go into the house of feasting;
in which it is the end of every man;
and the living man
will place it into his heart.
(3) Better is grief than laughter;
because in sadness of the face
the heart will be good.
(4) The heart of wise men
is in the house of mourning;
and the heart of fools
is in the house of rejoicing.
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Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 7:5-6
Concerning Rebuke
(5) It is better to hear
the rebuke of a wise man
than a man listening
to the song of fools.
(6) Because like the sound
of the thorns under the pot,
this way is the laughter of the fool.
And also this is vanity.
Ecclesiastes 7:7
Concerning Resistance
(7) Because the oppression
makes foolish a wise man;
and a bribe
will destroy the heart.
Ecclesiastes 7:8-9
Concerning Restraint
(8) Better is the end of a matter
than its beginning;
better is the patient of spirit
than haughty of spirit.
(9) Do not be quick
in your spirit to be angry;
because anger will rest
in the bosom of fools.
Ecclesiastes 7:10
Concerning Reflection
(10) Do not say,
Why has it that the former days
have been better than these?
Because it was not from out of wisdom
that you had asked concerning this.
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Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 7:11-14
The Commendation of Wisdom
Ecclesiastes 7:11-12
Concerning Reliance
(11) Good is wisdom with an inheritance;
and, a benefit to the seers of the sun.
(12) Because in a shadow is wisdom;
and in a shadow is silver;
and the benefit of knowledge
is that wisdom will give life to its possessors.
Ecclesiastes 7:13-14
Concerning Response
(13) Consider the work of God;
Because who is able to make straight
what He has made crooked?
(14) In the day of goodness, be in good spirit,
and in the day of adversity, observe: also this
alongside of this other God has made
concerning the matter,
so that man will not find anything after him.

Ecclesiastes 7:15-18
The Contradiction between Righteousness and Wickedness
Ecclesiastes 7:15
Concerning Retribution
(15) All the things I have seen
in the days of my vanity;
there is a righteous man
perishing in his righteousness,
and there is a wicked man
prolonging his life in his evil.
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Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 7:16-17
Concerning Remedy
(16) Do not be overly righteous,
nor make yourself excessively wise;
for why ruin yourself?
(17) Do not be overly wicked,
and do not be a fool;
for why will you die
when it is not your time?
Ecclesiastes 7:18
Concerning Result
(18) It is good
that you will take hold in this;
and also from this do not let your hand rest;
because the one fearing God
will come out from all of them.

Ecclesiastes 7:19-22
The Correct Perspective of Wisdom
Ecclesiastes 7:19-20
Concerning Human Strength
(19) Wisdom is stronger for the wise man
than ten rulers who have been in the city.
(20) Because there is no righteous man in the earth
who does good, and does not sin.
Ecclesiastes 7:21-22
Concerning Human Communication
(21) Also, to all of the words
which they are speaking, do not set your heart,
so that you will not hear your servant cursing you.
(22) Because also many times your heart has known
that also you yourself have cursed others.
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Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 7:23-29
The Complexities of Womanhood
Ecclesiastes 7:23-25
Concerning Solomon's Investigation
(23) All this I have tested in wisdom:
I have said, I will be wise;
but it was far from me.
(24) That which has become
far off and very deep,
who can find it?
(25) I myself have turned around also my heart,
to know, and to search out,
and to seek out wisdom,
and the explanation of things,
and to know the wickedness of folly,
and the foolishness and madness:
Ecclesiastes 7:26-29
Concerning Solomon's Conclusion
(26) and I myself am finding more bitter than death
the woman whose traps and nets are her heart;
chains are her hands.
A good man before God will escape from her;
but the sinner will be captured by her.
(27) See, this that I have found, has said the Preacher,
adding one to one to find out the explanation,
(28) which still my soul has sought,
but I have not found;
A man, one from out of a thousand, I have found,
but a woman among all of these I have not found.
(29) Only, see this that I have found,
that God has made mankind upright,
but they themselves have sought many inventions.
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Ecclesiastes 7:23-29
Trilinear Text
23) All this I have tested in wisdom:
כג. כָּל-זֹ ה
יתי
ִ נִ ִס
בַ חָ כְ מָ ה

Pavnta tau'ta ejpeivrasa ejn th'/ sofiva/:

I have said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.
אָ מַ ְר ִתי
אֶ ְחכָּמָ ה
וְ ִהיא
ממֶ נִ י ְרחוֹקָ ה:
ִ
ei\pa

Sofisqhvsomai, kai; aujth; ejmakruvnqh ajpÆ ejmou'

24) That which has become far off and very deep,
כד.
ָרחוֹק
מַ ה-שֶׁ הָ יָה
וְ ﬠָ מֹק
ָﬠמֹ ק
makra;n

uJpe;r o} h\n,

kai; baqu; bavqo",

who can find it?
ִמי
יִ ְמצָ אֶ נוּ:

tiv" euJrhvsei aujtovÉ

25) I myself have turned around also my heart, to know,
כה.
בּוֹתי
ִ ַאֲנִ י ס
וְ לִ ִבּי
 לָדַ ﬠַת:
ejkuvklwsa ejgwv,

kai; hJ kardiva mou

tou' gnw'nai

and to search out, and to seek out wisdom,
וְ לָתוּר
וּבַ קֵ שׁ
חָ כְ מָ ה
kai; tou' kataskevyasqai kai; zhth'sai sofivan

and the explanation of things,
וְ חֶ ְשׁבּוֹן
kai; yh'fon

and to know the wickedness of folly,
וְ לָדַ ﬠַת
ֶרשַׁ ע
כֶּסֶ ל
kai; tou' gnw'nai

ajsebou'"

ajfrosuvnhn

and the foolishness and madness:
וְ הַ ִסכְ לוּת
הוֹלֵלוֹת
kai; sklhrivan

kai; periforavn.
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Trilinear Text
26) and I myself am finding more bitter than death
כו.
אֲנִ י וּמוֹצֶ א
מַ ר
ִממָ וֶת

kai; euJrivskw ejgw; pikrovteron uJpe;r qavnaton,

the woman whose traps and nets are her heart;
אֶ ת-אֲ שֶׁ ר הָ ִאשָׁ ה-ִהיא
צוֹדים
ִ ַוח ֲָר ִמים ְמ
לִ בָּ ה

su;n th;n gunai'ka, h{ti" ejsti;n qhreuvmata kai; sagh'nai kardiva aujth'",

chains are her hands.
אֲסוּרים
ִ
ָיָדֶ יה

desmoi; cei're" aujth'":

A good man before God will escape from her;
טוֹב
אֱ�הים לִ פְ נֵי
ִ ָה
יִ מָ לֵט
ִממֶ נָה

ajgaqo;" pro; proswvpou tou' qeou' ejxaireqhvsetai ajpÆ aujth'",

but the sinner will be captured by her.
וְ חוֹטֵ א
יִ ָלכֶד
בָּ ה:
kai; aJmartavnwn sullhmfqhvsetai ejn aujth'/.

27) See, this that I have found, has said the Preacher,
כז. זֶה ְראֵ ה
אתי
ִ ָמָ צ
אָ ְמ ָרה
קֹ הֶ לֶת
ijde; tou'to

eu|ron,

ei\pen oJ ÆEkklhsiasthv",

adding one to one to find out the reason,
לִ ְמצ ֹא לְ אַ חַ ת אַ חַ ת
חֶ ְשׁבּוֹן:
miva th'/ mia'/ tou' euJrei'n logismovn,
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Trilinear Text

28) which still my soul has sought,
אֲ שֶׁ ר כח
עוֹד-ִבּקְ שָׁ ה
נַפְ ִשׁי
o}n

e[ti ejzhvthsen hJ yuchv mou

but I have not found;
וְ ל ֹא
אתי
ִ ָמָ צ
kai; oujc

eu|ron:

A man, one from out of a thousand, I have found,
אֶ חָ ד אָ דָ ם
מֵ אֶ לֶף
אתי
ִ ָמָ צ
a[nqrwpon e{na

ajpo; cilivwn

eu|ron

but a woman among all of these I have not found.
וְ ִאשָׁ ה
בכָל-ֶה
ְ אֵ ל
אתי ל ֹא
ִ ָמָ צ:
kai; gunai'ka

ejn pa'si touvtoi"

oujc eu|ron.

29) Only, see this that I have found,
כט. ראֵ ה לְ בַ ד-ֶה
ְ ז
אתי
ִ ָמָ צ
plh;n ijde; tou'to

eu|ron,

that God has made mankind upright,
אֲ שֶׁ ר
אֱ�הים ﬠָ שָׂ ה
ִ ָאֶ ת ה-הָ אָ דָ ם
יָשָׁ ר

o} ejpoivhsen oJ qeo;" su;n to;n a[nqrwpon eujqh',

but they themselves have sought many inventions.
וְ הֵ מָ ה
ִבקְ שׁוּ
חִ ְשׁבֹ נוֹת
ר ִבּים:ַ
kai; aujtoi ; ejzhvthsan

logismou;"

pollouv".
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