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Ecclesiastes 7:1-12:8
The Proverbs of Solomon

Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
The Application of Wisdom

Ecclesiastes 7:1-10
The Contrasts between the Wise and the Fool

Ecclesiastes 7:1
Concerning Reputation
(1) A good name is better
than olive oil;
and the day of death is better
than the day of his birth.

Ecclesiastes 7:2-4
Concerning Rejoicing
(2) It is better to go
into the house of mourning
than to go into the house of feasting;
in which it is the end of every man;
and the living man
will place it into his heart.
(3) Better is grief than laughter;
because in sadness of the face
the heart will be good.
(4) The heart of wise men
is in the house of mourning;
and the heart of fools
is in the house of rejoicing.
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Ecclesiastes 7:5-6
Concerning Rebuke
(5) It is better to hear
the rebuke of a wise man
than a man listening
to the song of fools.
(6) Because like the sound
of the thorns under the pot,
this way is the laughter of the fool.
And also this is vanity.
Ecclesiastes 7:7
Concerning Resistance
(7) Because the oppression
makes foolish a wise man;
and a bribe
will destroy the heart.
Ecclesiastes 7:8-9
Concerning Restraint
(8) Better is the end of a matter
than its beginning;
better is the patient of spirit
than haughty of spirit.
(9) Do not be quick
in your spirit to be angry;
because anger will rest
in the bosom of fools.
Ecclesiastes 7:10
Concerning Reflection
(10) Do not say,
Why has it that the former days
have been better than these?
Because it was not from out of wisdom
that you had asked concerning this.
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(1) A good name is better than olive oil;
א.
שֵׁ ם טוֹב
ִמשֶׁ מֶ ן
טוֹב
ÆAgaqo;n o[noma

uJpe;r e[laion ajgaqo;n

and the day of death is better
וְ יוֹם
הַ מָ וֶת
kai; hJmevra tou' qanavtou

than the day of his birth.
ִמיוֹם
הִ וָּלְ דוֹ:

uJpe;r hJmevran genevsew" aujtou'.

(2) It is better to go
ב.
ָל ֶלכֶת טוֹב

ajgaqo;n poreuqh'nai

into the house of mourning
אֶ ל-בֵּ ית-אֵ בֶ ל
eij" oi\kon pevnqou"

than to go into the house of feasting;
ִמ ֶלכֶת
אֶ ל-בֵּ ית
ִמ ְשׁתֶ ה
h] o{ti poreuqh'nai eij" oi\kon

povtou,

in which it is the end of every man;
בַּ אֲשֶׁ ר
הוּא
כָּל סוֹף-הָ אָ דָ ם

kaqovti tou'to tevlo" panto;" tou' ajnqrwvpou,

and the living man will place it into his heart.
וְ הַ חַ י
יִ תֵ ן
אֶ ל-לִ בּוֹ:
kai; oJ zw'n

dwvsei eij" kardivan aujtou'.
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(3) Better is grief than laughter;
ג. טוֹב
כַּﬠַס
ִמ ְשׂחוֹק
ajgaqo;n qumo;" uJpe;r gevlwta,

because in sadness of the face
כִּ י-בְ רֹ ַﬠ
פָּנִ ים
o{ti ejn kakiva/

proswvpou

the heart will be good.
ִייטַ ב
לֵב:
ajgaqunqhvsetai kardiva.

(4) The heart of wise men
ד.
לֵב
ֲחכ ִָמים
kardiva

sofw'n

is in the house of mourning;
בְּ בֵ ית
אֵ בֶ ל
ejn oi[kw/

pevnqou",

and the heart of fools
וְ לֵב
כְּ ִסילִ ים
kai; kardiva ajfrovnwn

is in the house of rejoicing.
ְבּבֵ ית
שׂ ְמחָ ה:
ִ
ejn oi[kw/

eujfrosuvnh".

(5) It is better to hear the rebuke of a wise man
ה.
טוֹב
לִ ְשׁמֹ ַﬠ
ַגﬠ ֲַרת
חָ כָם
ajgaqo;n to; ajkou'sai ejpitivmhsin

sofou'

than a man listening to the song of fools.
מֵ ִאישׁ
שֹׁ מֵ ַﬠ
ִשׁיר
כְּ ִסילִ ים:
uJpe;r a[ndra ajkouvonta

a\/sma ajfrovnwn:
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(6) Because like the sound of the thorns under the pot,
ו.
כִּ י
כְ קוֹל
הַ ִס ִירים
הַ ִסיר תַ חַ ת
o{ti

wJ" fwnh;

tw'n ajkanqw'n

uJpo; to;n levbhta,

this way is the laughter of the fool.
כֵּן
ְשׂחֹ ק
הַ כְּ ִסיל
ou{tw"

gevlw"

tw'n ajfrovnwn:

And also this is vanity.
וְ גַם-זֶה
הָ בֶ ל:

kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth".

(7) Because the oppression makes foolish a wise man;
ז.
כִּ י
הָ עֹ שֶׁ ק
יְ הוֹלֵל
חָ כָם
o{ti

hJ sukofantiva

perifevrei

sofo;n

and a bribe will destroy the heart.
וִ יאַ בֵּ ד
אֶ ת-לֵב
מַ תָ נָה:

kai; ajpovllusi th;n kardivan eujtoniva" aujtou'.

(8) Better is the end of a matter
ח. טוֹב
אַ ח ֲִרית
דָ בָ ר
ajgaqh;

ejscavth

lovgwn

than its beginning;
אשׁיתוֹ
ִ מֵ ֵר
uJpe;r ajrch;n aujtou',

better is the patient of spirit
טוֹב
�אֶ ֶר- ַרוּח
ajgaqo;n

makrovqumo"

than haughty of spirit.
מגְ בַ הִ ַרוּח:
uJpe;r uJyhlo;n pneuvmati.
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(9) Do not be quick in your spirit to be angry;
ט.
אַ ל-ְתבַ הֵ ל
�ְֲבּרוּח
לִ כְ עוֹס

mh; speuvsh/" ejn pneuvmativ sou tou' qumou'sqai,

because anger will rest in the bosom of fools.
כִּ י
כַﬠַס
כְּ ִסילִ ים ְבּחֵ יק
ַיָנוּח:
o{ti qumo;" ejn kovlpw/ ajfrovnwn ajnapauvsetai.

(10) Do not say, Why has it that the former
י.
אַ ל-ת ֹאמַ ר
הָ ִראשֹׁ נִ ים שֶׁ הַ י ִָמים הָ יָה מֶ ה

mh; ei[ph/" Tiv ejgevneto o{ti aiJ hJmevrai aiJ provterai

days have been better than these?
הָ יוּ
טוֹבים
ִ
מֵ אֵ לֶה
h\san

ajgaqai; uJpe;r tauvta"É

Because it was not from out of wisdom
כִּ י
מֵ חָ כְ מָ ה ל ֹא
o{ti

oujk ejn sofiva/

that you had asked concerning this.
ָשָׁ אַ לְ ת
ﬠַל-זֶה:
ejphrwvthsa"

peri; touvtou.
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