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Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 1:3-6:12
The Personal Experiences of Solomon (continued)

Ecclesiastes 4:1-16
The Observations of the Human Condition

Ecclesiastes 4:1-3
The Observation of Oppression

Ecclesiastes 4:1
The Condition of Suffering
1) And I had returned again, I myself,
and saw all of the oppressions
which are happening under the sun.
And behold the tears of the ones being oppressed,
and for them there was no comforter!
And from the hand of the ones oppressing them was power;
and for them there was no comforter.

Ecclesiastes 4:2-3
The Conclusion concerning Oppression
2) And I commended, I myself, the dead,
who already had died,
more than the living
who they themselves are still alive.
3) And better than both of them
is the one who has not yet existed,
who has not seen the evil work
which has been done under the sun.
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Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 4:4-6
The Observation of Envy

Ecclesiastes 4:4
The Condition of Success
4) And I have seen, I myself,
all labor, and all success of work,
that it is envied of a man
against his neighbor;
this also is vanity and chasing of wind.

Ecclesiastes 4:5
The Contrast with the Fool
5) The fool is folding his hands together
and is eating his own flesh.

Ecclesiastes 4:6
The Conclusion: A Proverb
6) Better is a handful of rest,
than two handfuls of labor
and chasing of wind.
Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
The Observation of Aloneness
Ecclesiastes 4:7-8
The Condition of Singleness
7) Then I had returned again, I myself,
and I saw vanity under the sun.
8) There is one, and there is not a second one;
also a son and brother there is not to him;
and there is not an end to all of his labor;
also his eyes will not be satisfied with wealth;
and he says, For whom am I laboring,
and depriving my soul from goodness?
Also this is vanity, and it is an occupation of evil.
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Ecclesiastes 4:7-12
Literal English Translation
Ecclesiastes 4:9
The Companionship Proverb
9) Better are the two than the one;
because there is for them
a good reward in their labor.
Ecclesiastes 4:10-12
The Compensations of Companionship
10) Because if they will fall,
the one will lift up his companion.
But woe to him, the one who will fall,
and there is not a second one to raise him up.
11) Also if two will lie down together,
then it will have been warm for them;
but for one, how will he be warmed?
12) And if someone will overpower him - the one,
the two will stand against him;
and the threefold cord will be not quickly torn apart.
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7) Then I had returned again, I myself
ז.
וְ שַׁ בְ ִתי
אֲנִ י
Kai; ejpevstreya

ejgw;

and I saw vanity under the sun.
וָאֶ ְראֶ ה
הַ שָׁ מֶ שׁ תַ חַ ת הֶ בֶ ל:

kai; ei\don mataiovthta uJpo; to;n h{lion.

8) There is one,
ח. יֵשׁ
אֶ חָ ד
e[stin

ei|",

and there is not a second one;
וְ אֵ ין
שֵׁ נִ י
kai; oujk e[stin deuvtero",

also, a son and brother there was not to him:
גַם
בֵּ ן
וָאָ ח
אֵ ין-לוֹ
kaiv ge uiJo;" kai; ajdelfo;"

oujk e[stin aujtw'/:

and there is not an end to all of his labor;
קֵ ץ וְ אֵ ין
לְ כָל-ﬠֲמָ לוֹ

kai; oujk e[stin perasmo;" tw'/ panti; movcqw/ aujtou',

also his eyes will not be satisfied with wealth;
 גַם-(]ﬠֵ ינוֹ[ )ﬠֵ ינֹ יו
ל ֹא- ִת ְשׂבַּ ע
עֹ שֶׁ ר
kaiv ge ojfqalmo;" aujtou' oujk ejmpivplatai plouvtou.

and he says, For whom am I laboring,
וּלְ ִמי
ﬠָמֵ ל אֲנִ י
kai; tivni

ejgw; mocqw'

and depriving my soul from goodness?
וּמחַ סֵ ר
ְ
אֶ ת-נַפְ ִשׁי
ִמטוֹבָ ה

kai; sterivskw th;n yuchvn mou ajpo; ajgaqwsuvnh"É
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Also this is vanity,
גַם-זֶה
הֶ בֶ ל

kaiv ge tou'to mataiovth"
.

and, it is an occupation of evil.
וְ ﬠִ נְ יַן
ָרע
הוּא:
kai; perispasmo;" ponhrov" ejstin

9) Better are the two than the one;
ט. טוֹבִ ים
מן הַ ְשׁנַיִ ם-ד
ִ ָהָ אֶ ח
ajgaqoi;

oiJ duvo uJpe;r to;n e{na,

because there is for them
אֲ שֶׁ ר
יֵשׁ-לָהֶ ם
oi|" e[stin

aujtoi'"

a good reward in their labor.
טוֹב שָׂ כָר
בַּ ﬠֲמָ לָם:
misqo;" ajgaqo;" ejn movcqw/ aujtw'n:

10) Because if they will fall,
י.
כִּ י
אם-לוּ
ִ ֹיִ פּ
o{ti

eja;n pevswsin,

the one will lift up his companion:
הָ אֶ חָ ד
יָקִ ים
אֶ ת-חֲבֵ רוֹ
oJ ei|"

ejgerei' to;n mevtocon aujtou',

but woe to him the one who will fall;
וְ ִאילוֹ
הָ אֶ חָ ד
שֶׁ יִ פֹּל
kai; oujai; aujtw'/

tw'/ eJniv,

o{tan pevsh/

and there is not a second one to raise him up.
וְ אֵ ין
שֵׁ נִ י
 ַלהֲקִ ימוֹ:
kai; mh; h\/ deuvtero"

tou' ejgei'rai aujtovn.
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11) Also, if two will lie down together,
יא. גַם
אם-בוּ
ִ ְְשׁנַיִ ם יִ ְשׁכּ
kaiv ge eja;n koimhqw'sin duvo,

then it will have been warm for them:
וְ חַ ם
לָהֶ ם
kai; qevrmh

aujtoi'":

but for one how will he be warmed?
וּלְ אֶ חָ ד
�אֵ י
יֵחָ ם:
kai; oJ ei|" pw'"

qermanqh'/É

12) And if someone will overpower him - the one,
יב.
וְ ִאם-יִ ְתקְ פוֹ
הָ אֶ חָ ד
the two will stand against him;
הַ ְשׁנַיִ ם
יַﬠַ ְמדוּ
נֶגְ דוֹ
and the threefold cord will not be quickly torn apart.
הַ ְמשֻׁ לָשׁ וְ הַ חוּט
ל ֹא
ִב ְמהֵ ָרה
יִ נָתֵ ק:
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